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	Activity title:
	Dylan Thomas and Death

	Description:
	Thinking about and discussing the theme of death as an important strand in Dylan Thomas’ poetry, in relation to poems studied.

	Year groups:
	KS4

	Dylan Thomas Text:
	‘A Refusal to Mourn’/ ‘Do Not Go Gentle into that Good Night’/’ I have longed to move away’ – any poem studied from the anthology, relating to the theme of death or loss

	Resources required:
	Link to or copy of The Telegraph article  - Dylan Thomas, a poetic appreciation by Charlotte Runcie-  http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/travel/wales-dylan-thomas/10909073/dylan-thomas-poetic-appreciation.html
Gillian Clarke discusses Dylan Thomas and the theme of death:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CeBJK9xdh0E
T.James Jones discusses the shadow of the Second World War in Dylan Thomas’s work:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KVT5Nwtg3iY


	Suggested teaching sequence:
	Discuss as class/ in groups the way writers and artists of all kinds have explored the theme of death in their works – how many and what kind of works can the class think of? Consider classic works as well as contemporary lyrics to songs and art works, in whatever genre. 
Why is this a potent theme in their opinion? E.g. emotional impact, exploring fear, a spiritual exploration, confronting pain, soothing pain, seeking meaning,
Remind the class about Dylan Thomas’ life story (using any suitable resources on this website and any other if required). Did the manner of his death overshadow his life? Can the class think of any other creative people who have died young but who have left a legacy of work?
Read the resource material and listen to the recorded interviews.

Then, individually or in pairs, complete a mind map which sums up the main important points which the contributors make to the class’s understanding of Dylan Thomas’ focus on the theme of death and loss.

Link this to any poem being studied.

	Extension activities:
	Independent reading of a poem on this topic, which is unfamiliar, to compare with Dylan Thomas’s work.
Further investigation into Dylan Thomas’ life and work
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